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Message from F&B Manawatu Chair

This month we had a terrific Field Trip to the C T Keebles Trust Bush Reserve, located
south past Massey and which is surrounded by a Massey farm.

Three of our longstanding members care for this bush and do a wonderful job.

The Reserve is not open to public access and we were privileged to be shown the bush
and learn the history of Mr Keeble. We also learnt of the contribution of the late Michael
Greenwood,also a longstanding branch member, to this Reserve.

I recently spent a couple of hours with Romily Cuming who is on the F&B Board. She is the
Board Liaison person for our Manawatu branch. We walked through our Poutoa Reserve
Bush Restoration project and I proudly showed her the 3 signs acknowledging our work,
funded and erected by PN City Council.

I, on behalf of the F&B Manawatt Committee, should like to wish everyone Christmas
greetings and all the very best for 2026.

Margaret, Chairperson

Sorry but we will not be streaming December’s monthly meeting



December 2025 Annual Social
Please bring some Christmas Treats to share

Tuesday 9t December 2025 from 7.00.pm.
PN City Library, George Street Entrance, Palmerston North

Talk: Research into Green and White Mistletoe
Speaker: Benjamin Wright, Victoria University Wellington

Green mistletoe (llleostylus micranthus) White mistletoe (upeia antarctica)

New Zealand has nine native mistletoe species. New Zealand'’s mistletoes are hemiparasitic
plants which make their own energy through photosynthesis but get water and minerals
from their hosts. Mistletoes have undergone large declines or local extinctions in many
parts of the country and most species are now threatened. Because of this there is a
growing interest in propagating and translocating these species.

However whilst there is some colloquial knowledge on how to propagate these species few
empirical studies have been conducted. My study aimed to improve knowledge on best
practice techniques for growing mistletoes through propagation experiments using green
mistletoe and white mistletoe seeds. I also conducted a review on the status of mistletoes
in the Wellington region which involved both literature research and field surveys

The talk will start at 7.30 p.m.

All welcome. Gold coin donation appreciated



ITEMS OF INTEREST

FAREWELL TO A MATRIARCH: HONOURING LISA, ONE OF THE LAST ORIGINAL
KAKAPO.

Lisa the kakapo has taken her final flight beyond our world,
leaving behind a legacy that shaped the very survival of her
species. As one of the original Rakiura kakapo discovered in
the early 1980s—when only 29 birds were known to exist—
Lisa was more than an individual. She was a founding
mother, a living link to a past nearly lost, and a symbol of
hope in one of Aotearoa’s most remarkable conservation
stories.
Honouring|Lisa, Her exact age will never be known, but she was at least 50
/T;;; e iléf.g.%?ﬁa'ﬁéia /") years old, making her one of the oldest and longest-
Has Passed Away: R.1.P monitored kakapo ever recorded. During her lifetime, she
contributed immeasurably to the recovery of her species.
Lisa laid 11 clutches, producing 28 eggs, 16 fertile and 10 that successfully hatched. Her
chicks, and the descendants that followed, continue to strengthen the fragile genetic
diversity of a species still fighting its way back from the edge of extinction.
Lisa lived through every major chapter of kakapd conservation: the early relocations, the
establishment of predator-free sanctuaries, the pioneering of new breeding technologies,
and the growth of the population to more than 240 birds today. She stood as a reminder
of where the species came from—and what it took to keep them alive.

Doc Ranger Chatham Islands's post - black robin population

Our 2025 post breeding survey results are in! The black
robin population totals around 445, with approximately 45
birds on Mangere/Maung' R€ Island and another 400 birds
on Rangatira / Hokorereoro / South East Island.

there were only 5 of these birds left in 1980!

Our focus has been on site restoration and monitoring. We
are also exploring options suitable for black robin on both
Pitt Island / Rangihaute / Rangiauria and Chatham Island /
Rékohu / Wharekauri, but the presence of predators such
as mice means there is no easy solution.

(Moriori: karure, Maori: kakaruia; Petroica traversi)

Photo: DOC - 40CT4HC_copyright_image_111724 For more information go to:
https://www.doc.govt.nz/news/media-releases/2025-

media-releases/more-habitat-needed-for-black-robins/
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NATURE TRAIL SIGNS IN THE PN CITY ESPLANADE

Miro

(Prumnopitys ferruginea)

® Miro has ferny foliage
s« and ‘hammered’ red bark.
Its seeds are enclosed by a
fleshy red case and relies on
= Kereru and other large birds
for its distribution

Congratulations for everyone who put work into getting a natural
burials into the Otangaki-Ashhurst Domain RMP 2025 that was adopted
by full Council on October 8.
https://www.pncc.govt.nz/Council/Document-library/Reserve-
management-plans/Otangaki-Ashhurst-Domain-Reserve-Management-
Plan

Big steps forward for the Ruahine Kiwi project

Southern Ruahine Kiwi Project has just received its Pest
Management Plan (PMP), thanks to the great team at Save the
Kiwi. This plan marks a major milestone as it sets the foundation
for operations from now onwards.

The Mauri Oho crew on the eastern side of the ranges has
already been hard at work, while dedicated volunteers continue
clearing traps on the western side. Since mid-winter, there have
been over 775 catches, including 46 mustelids.

Ao

Image used from DOC
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FOREST & BIRD MANAWATU NOTE CARDS (sold in a pack of 5)

IMAGES OF THE F&B MANAWATU NOTE CARDS

We will be selling our Note Cards at the Monthly Meeting - see Anthea at the meeting

These will only be sold in a pack of 5 cards — see below the images on the cards
The cost for the pack is $10.00

It will be cash sales only. We are not offering internet banking on the cards

If you wish to buy a pack/s between meetings, please contact
manawatu.branch@forestandbird.org.nz

Regular Working Bees — click on the link to find the dates & info
Get your hands dirty!

F&B Poutoa bush restoration —
Every second Friday morning 9 — 11 a.m.

Contact: 022 473 1096 or margaret51mckenzie@gmail.com
Ahimate Reserve

Dune Gardens, Foxton.

Green Corridors Summerhill

Help maintain corridors of native trees.
Apollo Butterfly Park

Planting for Monarch butterflies, etc..
Growing natives from eco-sourced seed.
Pit Park Roslyn

A restored urban native bush habitat.
Manawatu Estuary Trust - Most Sundays
Keeping exotic species out of the wetland
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NATURE IS AMAZING
The wild plant from Australia that looks like a
hummingbird to keep insects away. This helps
it attract birds for pollination. People in

Aboriginal communities also use its sap to
treat eye infections.

The next F&B Manawatu Branch monthly meeting will be on Tuesday 10 February 2026 at
the Palmerston North library. More details to follow.

If we do not see you at our December Social Meeting, F&B Manawatu Committee
wishes you

AR The year of 2026 be...

A year of Heallh & Happiness ...

A year of Peace & Prosperily ...

And also, a year of Love & Laughiter

Newsletter Editor
F&B Manawatl Branch
manawatu.branch@forestandbird.org.nz
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