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JUNE 2021

F&B Manawatū June 2021 Monthly Trip

Saturday 20th June, 2021

To: Pit Park and Hoffman Brick Kiln

On this trip we will have a look around the Kiln and learn the history of it. Then
we will walk over to the Pit Park where we will meet the Pit Park People during
their working bee and get a tour around their projects.

Pit Park is a 6 ½ hectare site was once a Totara forest, before being used as a
clay pit for the Hoffman Kiln. The pit is now being well on its way to being
restored as a native habitat.

The Palmerston North Hoffman Kiln is of national heritage value as an example
of a continuous kiln − a type common in industrialised countries from the mid
nineteenth century. have now been demolished except the local kiln and
another at Benhar, near Balclutha
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Fitness Level: Easy

Time: 12:15 a.m. (Sharp) at the meeting point. We should be finished around
3pm.
Leader: Jorinna Prinz, Marise Clarke
Meet: At Hoffman Brick Kiln, Featherston Street, Palmerston North (you can
park in the Kauri Health Center Clinic's carpark, which is right by the kiln and a
short walk to Pit Park).   
If you carpool, please share petrol costs with the driver

What to bring: water, raincoat, good footwear and walking poles if you usually
use them - and do not forget your camera.  
Also, while the inside of the kiln is fairly well lit, you might feel more
comfortable bringing a torch/head light, just in case.

For more info & Register:
Contact: Jorinna Prinz
Email: Manawatu.Branch@forestandbird.org.nz

Noxious Weed in Rangitikei

Phragmites karkan (common reed) at Awahuri Forest

Awahuri Forest-Kitchener Park Trust have found the invasive weed P. karka or

Common Reed in the forest.  The Trust is working to get this plant listed as a

noxious weed.  The tiniest piece can grow five metres tall; it’s almost

indestructible, and has been found from the Whangaehu river down to

Paekakariki.  It’s not just a threat to the Park, but to all the rivers and farmland
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in the area.  AFKP recommend against trying to cut and dig out this weed, as it

needs to be burned to ensure total eradication.

Surprising hedgehog facts

Significant impact on native species

Hedgehogs were first introduced in New Zealand in the 1870s. For a long time

they were seen as innocuous garden inhabitants, but it turns out they pose a

real threat to our already vulnerable native invertebrates, lizards and ground-

dwelling birds. Hedgehogs eat a varied diet that includes not only insects but

frogs, mice, lizards, skinks, eggs and chicks. One was found with 283 wētā legs

in its stomach - that's around 47 wētā!

EVENTS
Green Corridors Working Bee
Event date: June 12, 2021, 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM
Second Saturday of each month - Summerhill
Green Corridors is a voluntary group that works with Palmerston North City
Council to plant reserve areas to encourage native biodiversity. They would like
to engage a few extra volunteers to maintain a plantation of young native
trees in the Summerhill area. It will be best if volunteers can commit to
attending regularly, and good fitness is needed, as work is on sloping and
uneven ground.
Email ENM to register your interest in helping with this task.

Butterfly Park Working Bee
Event date: June 13, 2021, 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM
Second Sunday of each month
Apollo Park, Milson, Palmerston North 4414
Monarchs in Apollo Park plantings are especially for overwintering Monarch
butterflies, and other species. Come and help out with weeding, planting and
general maintenance. Please bring garden tools if you can; some spares are
available. All welcome - there's a job for everyone! Stay for a cuppa
afterwards (COVID-19 Level 1 recommendations- please BYO cup).

Glyphosate: Call for info
https://www.epa.govt.nz/public-consultations/open-consultations/glyphosate-
call-for-information
The Environmental Protection Authority is calling for information on the use of
the weed killer glyphosate in Aotearoa New Zealand.  This is the first step in
deciding whether to change the rules around its use.  Any person or
organization can respond; you can answer some or all of the questions.
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Got Pests?

Free traps available for your backyard
Now that it's getting colder, you may be noticing pests on your property.

RECAP Ashhurst still have a number of free traps available for rats, possums,

stoats and ferrets, as part of the national Predator Free 2020 vision.

For more information, please email Ian - irassy64@gmail.com

July 2021 Monthly talk
Tuesday 8th July 2021 @ 7:30 p.m.

Palmerston North City Library,
George Street Entrance, Palmerston North

Talk: Land Rovers, Cabbages and Conservation

Speaker: Paul ’Scratch’ Jensen, Department of Conservation

Paul’s talk will be a walk through the challenges and opportunities for the

central ranges of the lower North Island.

Paul has had a life-long career in conservation working on and leading recovery

programmes for some of New Zealand’s most endangered species. His career

highlight has been enabling and empowering communities to be an integral part

of reversing the decline of our threatened fauna, such as Kokako, kiwi and

kakapo and seeing this multiply to an ever-increasing number of species every

year.

All welcome. Gold coin donation appreciated

If you would like to stay in touch, please sign up to our

Mailing list on our website: www.naturesvoicemanawatu.org.nz
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For more information about Forest & Bird go to:

www.forestandbird.org.nz

Francois Vallee

Newsletter Editor
Forest and Bird Manawatū Branch
Manawatu.Branch@forestandbird.org.nz
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