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MARCH 2021

F&B MARCH 2021 Monthly talk
Tuesday 9th April 2021 @ 7:30 p.m.

Palmerston North City Library,
George Street Entrance, Palmerston North

• We will be on Alert Level 1 on Tuesday, therefore our March Monthly

Meeting will go ahead as usual.
• Also, please note in your diary – it is F&B Manawatū Branch AGM on

Tuesday 13th April 2021. We will be sending out the paperwork
shortly.

March 2021 Monthly talk

Tuesday 9th March @ 7.30 p.m.
Palmerston North City Library,
George Street Entrance, Palmerston North

Talk:         “Perspectives of a Wildlife Guide”
Speaker:  Anne-Sophie Pagé, Massy University
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In the light of Greta Thunberg, millions of youth striking for climate action
across the globe and the tragic Australian bushfires wiping half a billion
animals off the face of the Earth, one wonders where this next decade is
taking us.
Through the eyes of wildlife stretching from Antarctica to Africa, the
coastline of Patagonia and the expansive Pacific Ocean, learn about the
hidden realities of what happens when humans channel a whole
ecosystem’s productive energy into themselves. By veterinary student and
seasoned wildlife guide, Anne-Sophie Pagé, embracing her green angst
and hopes for the future through the lens of her research, this talk will not
only spur climate action but also highlight the importance of preserving
our last wild space.

All welcome. Gold coin donation appreciated
If you would like to stay in touch, please sign up to our

Mailing list on our website: www.naturesvoicemanawatu.org.nz

For more information about Forest & Bird go to:
www.forestandbird.org.nz

F&B Manawatū 
MARCH 2021 Monthly Trip
We are still in the process of firming up our March Trip

EVENTS
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Event title  Farewell the Birds

Event date: Saturday 13 March, 2021, 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Members of the Manawatu Estuary Trust extend a welcome to everyone to the

Estuary at the Manawatu Heads on Saturday  the 13th March 2021 as a gesture
of farewell to acknowledge the departing migratory birds.
 We will be meeting at 11.00 am (before the high tide at 12 midday)  at the
viewing platform, Dawick Street (off Seabury Avenue), Foxton Beach.  Bird
Reserve viewing platform, Dawick St Foxton Beach

Within a few days of 13th March 2021, the Autumn equinox will be here.
It’s also the time for the annual event of Hekenga.
                “ Ko te hekenga nui o nga manu”

It is the great journey of the birds
Migration of some of the wading birds will have been going on for about a
week. No one can tell if or when the birds are ready to make their departure
from the estuary in small flocks. We can only observe their agitation and hear
their calls signalling their preparation for the event.  Departures  usually occur ,
weather dependent. later in the afternoon.

The Bar tailed godwits, Kuaka, depart to return to Alaska to breed. The lesser
or red knot, Huahou, another summer visitor,will return to breeding grounds in
Siberia.

The sandspit is also a gathering area for the wrybill, one of the threatened
native species that relies on the Manawatu estuary as a feeding ground.  These
little fellows can be spotted easily using the spotting scopes which will be made
available. There is a good chance that you may see a flock of these special
birds at this time.

Viewing and photographic opportunities present themselves uniquely well
because of the access and close proximity to their gathering points.

Kelvin Lane          On behalf of the Manawatu Estuary Trust

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST

March is Whio Awareness Month and this year we're celebrating 10 years of
partnering with Genesis to save the whio.
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With less than 3,000 estimated to be left in the wild, whio are endangered and
are more rare than some species of kiwi.
Together with Genesis, we celebrate the month with stories, events and
competitions.

https://www.seaweek.org.nz/      
Seaweek – Kaupapa Moana is New Zealand’s annual national week celebrating
the sea and is planned to take place from Saturday 6 March to Sunday 14
March 2021.
We are using the following theme
Connecting With Our SeasToi Moana ~ Toi Tangata

CONSULTATIONS

PNCC Nature Calls consultation update
https://www.pncc.govt.nz/news-events/news/nature-calls-consultation-update/
https://www.pncc.govt.nz/participate-palmy/have-your-say/nature-calls/
Public consultation to occur in 2021
The MCA process is helping us narrow down the options and enables Council to
bring selected options to you for consideration in a second round of public
consultation in early 2021.

Nature Calls is happening in a number of stages.
The whole process involves extensive engagement with iwi, the community,
and other stakeholders.
We want to make sure everyone can have their say so we can make informed
decisions.

• June 2020 to 10 July: Public consultation

• 2020: All six options continue to be investigated by technical experts

• Early 2021: Public consultation on refined options shortlist

• Mid 2021: An option is recommended to Councillors to decide

• 2021 to Jan 2022: The resource consent application is worked on

• Before June 2022: Resource Consent application submitted to Horizons

Regional Council

Once that decision is made, a resource consent application will be prepared and
lodged before June 2022.



RECAP Trap Library
Send feedback on your trapping

Regional Land Transport Plan
Submissions close 17 March
Do you walk, bike or use a vehicle? Horizons Regional Council want to know if
you think the strategic direction being proposed for transport in our region is
right.

Climate Change Commission
Deadline extended to 28 March
The centrepiece of the Government's 2019 Zero Carbon Act was the setting up
of the Climate Change Commission. The eagerly anticipated first report advises
the government on every aspect of our climate change response. This work
touches on almost every aspect of our lives. We encourage everyone to take a
look at this page, and think about what's needed to ensure a transition to a
low-emissions, climate-resilient, thriving Aotearoa. Environment and
Conservation Organizations of Aotearoa NZ (ECO) sent us their initial response
to the report, which we've published here, to help people understand this
complex report.

Forest and Bird has Rescheduled: Workshop on
making a submission to the Climate Commission
Report
rescheduled the workshop for next Thursday 11 March at 6pm on Zoom. 
Workshop for branches: submitting on the Climate Change Commission
report

• 6:00-7:00 pm Thursday 11 March 2021 

• Click here for the Zoom link to join

• You can also dial in using the meeting ID: 989 9151 2660 on any of the

numbers below.
◦ +64 9 884 6780

◦ +64 3 659 0603

+64 4 886 0026
And once again, if you are unable to make a submission yourself you can add
your name in support of ours. Just click here to add your voice.
Ngā mihi nui, Geoff Keey
Forest & Bird strategic adviser 

This process must continue, despite recent developments with the
government’s Three Waters Reform and the consideration of a new agency or
regional agencies that would take control of drinking water and wastewater. As
nothing has been confirmed, nor timeframes set, we need to continue to work
on our resource consent application to ensure we meet our legal obligations.
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The trap library for the residents of Ashhurst and Pohangina has now been
operating for over three months. In that time 131 traps have been placed, with
a further 100 traps available to borrow. RECAP are looking for more feedback
from the traps that have been borrowed – what are you catching, do you need
any help with placement or setting?  There are several traplines in the area if
anyone is interested in clearing these occasionally.  All of these are
short/medium walks of varying difficulty. The group aim to have one to suit all
abilities and fitness levels.  If you would like to assist, please email Ian
Rasmussen  irassy64@gmail.com

F&B Manawatū Branch Annual General Meeting
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Tuesday 9th April, 2021 @ 7.15 p.m. (Please note earlier time)

following immediately after with
April 2021 Monthly talk

Palmerston North City Library,
George Street Entrance, Palmerston North

Talk “New Zealand's native freshwater flora: Living the life 
aquatic”
Speaker: Paul Champion, NIWA, Principal Scientist - Freshwater Ecology

Compared with our forests and alpine areas, our native freshwater flora is
little known. The aquatic environment is fundamentally very different to
growing on land and poses major challenges to the plants that grow in
this habitat. Paul will discuss the different strategies that plants have
evolved to survive in water. He will give an overview of the range of native
freshwater plants of New Zealand, highlighting some nationally threatened
speciesGlobally freshwaters are the most threatened ecosystems, with
approximately 30% of our aquatic plants being nationally threatened or at
risk of extinction. He will look at the threats affecting these uniquely
adapted plants and some potential ways to conserve them.

All welcome. Gold coin donation appreciated

If you would like to stay in touch, please sign up to our
Mailing list on our website: www.naturesvoicemanawatu.org.nz

For more information about Forest & Bird go to: 
www.forestandbird.org.nz
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